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ZONING CODE AMENDMENT INFORMATION: 

 
Bill Number       effective date  Bill Number     effective date 

 
09-01 4/6/09 
09-11 6/15/09 
09-19AA 8/17/09 
09-23AA 10/13/09 
09-31AA 1/22/10 
09-33AA 1/22/10 
10-03 4/20/10 
10-30 12/13/10 
10-32AA 12/27/10 
11-04AA 5/23/11 
11-05AA 5/23/11 
11-03 5/31/11 
11-32 12/12/11 
11-44 12/19/11 
11-62AA 1/13/12 
12-07AA 5/14/12 
12-14 5/21/12 
12-44 1/26/13 
12-48AA 2/11/13 
13-4AA 5/6/13 
13-17 7/22/13  
13-35 1/21/14 
13-36 1/21/14 
13-50 2/18/14 
13-51 3/18/14 
13-52 3/18/14 
14-01 4/22/14 
14-09 7/11/14 
14-26AA 8/25/14 
15-17 12/7/15 
15-23AA 1/4/16 
15-35AA 2/8/16 
15-36AA 2/16/16 
15-39AA 2/16/16 
16-02AA                             5/17/16 
16-07 7/5/16 
16-20 8/22/16 
16-28 2/13/17 
16-29AA 2/13/17 
17-02 4/24/17 
17-04 6/5/17 
17-08AA 8/14/17 
17-15AA 12/26/17 
17-18AA 1/16/18 

18-04AA 6/18/18 
18-33 12/10/18 
18-34 12/10/18 
18-35 12/10/18 
18-36 12/10/18 
19-04AA 5/13/19 
19-15AA 8/12/19 
19-16AA 8/20/19 
19-29AA 1/2/20 
19-28 1/13/20 
19-30 2/14/20 
20-01 4/20/20 
20-11 8/10/20 
21-01AA 5/10/21 
21-03AA 8/6/21 
21-14 8/16/21 
21-19 11/22/21 
21-20AA 12/20/21 
21-23 1/10/22 
22-06 7/19/22 
22-08 7/25/22 
22-14 8/22/22 
22-11 10/5/22 
22-24 10/19/22 
23-06AA 6/5/23 
23-10AA 8/21/23 
23-23 8/25/23 
23-24 8/28/23 
23-26AA 12/12/23 
23-27AA 1/8/24 
23-37 4/9/24 
24-23 9-9-24 
24-25AA 12/10/24 



Harford County Zoning Code     Part 1. Standards                                                                   Article VII. District Regulations 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Harford County Zoning Code                                                                                                              127 

 
ARTICLE VII.  District Regulations. 
 
§ 267-49.  General Provisions. 
 
A. The principal uses permitted in each district are set forth in the Permitted Use Charts and 

§267-50 (Principal Permitted Uses by District).  Uses permitted by right, temporary uses, 
special developments or special exceptions are set forth in each of the zoning districts.  
The minimum design standards and specific regulations for each district are set forth in 
§267-51 (Requirements for Specific Districts) and in Tables 53-1 through 61-1.  Any use not 
listed is prohibited, unless the Director of Planning determines that it falls within the same 
class as a listed use as set forth in §267-52 (Materially Similar Uses). 

 
B. Uses permitted by right, temporary uses, special developments or special exceptions shall 

be subject, in addition to zoning district regulations, to all other provisions of this Chapter. 
 
§ 267-50.  Principal Permitted Uses by District. [Amended by Bill 09-31 as amended; Bill 11-06; Bill 
12-14; Bill 12-48 as amended; Bill 13-4 as amended; Bill 15-36 as amended; Bill 15-39 as amended; 
Bill 17-02; Bill 17-04; Bill 17-18 as amended; Bill 19-15 as amended; Bill 19-16 as amended; Bill 19-29 
as amended; Bill 20-01 as amended; Bill 20-11; Bill 21-01 as amended; Bill 23-26 as amended; Bill 
23-27 as amended and Bill 24-25 as amended] 
 
The Permitted Use Charts specify the principal permitted uses in each district.  Only those uses 
with a letter designation are permitted, subject to other requirements of this Part 1.  Uses 
designated as “P” are permitted uses.  Uses designated as “SD” are permitted pursuant to the 
special development regulations in Article VIII of this Part 1.  Uses designated as “SE” are special 
exception uses subject to approval of the Board pursuant to §267-9 (Board of Appeals).  Uses 
designated as “T” are permitted pursuant to §267-28 (Temporary Uses).  A blank cell indicates 
that the use is not permitted. 
 
§ 267-51.  Requirements for Specific Districts. 
 
This Article sets forth the requirements for specific districts and includes the minimum lot area, 
area per dwelling or family unit, parcel area, lot width, yards, setbacks and maximum building 
height allowed for uses permitted for each district.  Uses permitted under the Special 
Development Regulations shall also comply with the requirements contained in Article VIII. 

 
§ 267-52.  Materially Similar Uses. 
 
Uses not listed as a permitted use, temporary use, special development or special exception are 
presumed to be prohibited from the applicable zoning district.  In the event that a particular use 
is not listed as a permitted use, temporary use, special development or special exception, the 
Director of Planning shall determine whether a materially similar use exists in this Chapter.  Should 
the Director of Planning determine that a materially similar use does exist, the regulations 
governing that use shall apply to the particular use not listed and the Director of Planning shall 
issue a zoning certificate pursuant to §267-8 (Zoning Certificates).  Should the Director of 
Planning determine that a materially similar use does not exist, then the proposed use shall be 
deemed prohibited in the district. 
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USE CLASSIFICATION
INSTITUTIONAL AG RR R1 R2 R3 R4 RO VR VB B1 B2 B3 CI LI GI MO

Animal Shelters SD SD SD SD

Cemeteries, memorial gardens and crematories SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE

Club, non-profit SE SE SE SE SE SE P SE P P P P P P P

Community centers or assembly halls SE SE SE SE SE SE P SE P P P P P P P

Day-care centers SE SE SE SE SE SE P SE P P P P SE SE SE P

Fire stations P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Fire stations with fire station assembly hall P SE SE SE SE SE SE P P P P P P P

Hospitals SE SE SE P P P P P P

Houses of worship P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Libraries P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Mixed Use Centers SD SD SD SD SD SD SD

Parks; recreation areas, centers and facilities P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

Planned Employment Centers SD(1) SD(1) SD(1) SD(1) SD(1)

Prisons P P  

Schools, colleges, and universities SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE P P

"P"

"SD"

"SE"

"T"

"SE*"

KEY:

A blank cell indicates that the use is not permitted.

indicates permitted subject to special-exception regulations, pursuant to Article XI.
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ZONING DISTRICTS

(1) Indicates permitted in the Edgewood Neighborhood Overlay District (ENOD) only.
(2) RO - maximum of 4 units.
(3) Indicates permitted in the Chesapeake Science and Security Corridor (CSSC) only.
(4) The following shoppers merchandise stores-business and office equipment rental or leasing, business 
equipment sales, party supply shops,  photography equipment and supply shops, and medical equipment rental 
and sales, are permitted in the RO District.

indicates permitted subject to applicable code requirements

indicates permitted subject to special-development regulations, pursuant to Article VIII.

indicates permitted subject to special-exception regulations, pursuant to Article IX.
indicates permitted subject to temporary-use regulations, pursuant to § 267-28 (temporary 
uses).



USE CLASSIFICATION
MOTOR VEHICLE AND RELATED SERVICES AG RR R1 R2 R3 R4 RO VR VB B1 B2 B3 CI LI GI MO

Car wash P P P

Commercial vehicle and equipment (storage) SE P P P
Commercial vehicle construction and industrial 
equipment sales and service P P P

Commercial or construction vehicle and 
equipment storage SD

Farm vehicles and equipment sales and service SE P P P P

Farm vehicles and equipment storage, service, 
and repair SD

Motor vehicle filling and service stations P P P P P

Motor vehicle repair shops SE P SE P P P P

Motor vehicle rental and leasing P P P P

Motor vehicle sales and service P P P

Salvage and junk yards  SE

School buses, storage SD P P P

Towing business and storage facility P P P

"P"

"SD"

"SE"

"T"

"SE*"

 

(1) Indicates permitted in the Edgewood Neighborhood Overlay District (ENOD) only.
(2) RO - maximum of 4 units.
(3) Indicates permitted in the Chesapeake Science and Security Corridor (CSSC) only.
(4) The following shoppers merchandise stores-business and office equipment rental or leasing, business 
equipment sales, party supply shops,  photography equipment and supply shops, and medical equipment rental 
and sales, are permitted in the RO District.

ZONING DISTRICTS

indicates permitted subject to special-exception regulations, pursuant to Article XI.
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indicates permitted subject to temporary-use regulations, pursuant to § 267-28 (temporary 
uses).

KEY:

A blank cell indicates that the use is not permitted.

indicates permitted subject to applicable code requirements

indicates permitted subject to special-development regulations, pursuant to Article VIII.

indicates permitted subject to special-exception regulations, pursuant to Article IX.
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§ 267-60.  CI, LI and GI Industrial Districts. [Amended by Bill 17-04; Bill 23-026 As Amended and Bill 
24-25 As Amended] 
 
A. Purpose. 
 

(1) CI Commercial Industrial District.  This district is intended for industrial, office and 
business uses of a moderate scale and intensity. 

 
(2) LI Light Industrial District.  This district is intended to permit a mix of light to 

moderate manufacturing, processing, and technological development uses.  
Retail sales are permitted as accessory to a manufacturing or distribution 
operation where the product is produced, processed or developed and stored 
on site.  Other retail sales or service uses are permitted as accessory to the 
principal permitted use provided that they are integrated into the overall project 
and shall not exceed 2,000 square feet. 

 
(3) GI General Industrial District.  This district is intended for industrial uses of a larger 

scale or more intensive manufacturing, production, handling, consolidation, 
distribution, and/or warehousing, or where order processing occurs, that may 
include large areas of unenclosed storage and fulfillment space. These uses may 
generate substantially more impact on surrounding properties.  Retail sales are 
permitted as accessory to a manufacturing or processing operation where the 
product is produced, handled, consolidated, packaged, or distributed from on 
site.  Other retail sales or service uses are permitted as accessory to the principal 
permitted use provided that they are integrated into the overall project and shall 
not exceed 2,000 square feet. 

 
B. General regulations.  
 

(1) Minimum lot area, area per dwelling or family unit, building setback from 
adjacent residential lot lines, lot width, front, side and rear yard and maximum 
building height, as displayed in Tables 60-1 through 60-3, shall apply, subject to 
other requirements of this Part 1. 

 
(2) Landscaping shall comply with the requirements set forth in §267-29 

(Landscaping). 
 
(3) Buffer yards shall comply with requirements set forth in §267-30 (Buffer Yards). 
 
(4) Signage shall comply with requirements set forth in §267-33 (Signs). 
 
(5) Lighting shall be designed and controlled so that any light shall be shaded, 

shielded or directed so that the light intensity or brightness shall not adversely 
affect the operation of vehicles or reflect onto residential lots or buildings. 

 
C. Specific regulations applicable to industrial districts.  The following uses are permitted, 

subject to the additional requirements below: 
 

(1)  Agriculture.  All buildings associated with this use, including farmhouses, barns 
and silos, shall meet the required minimum setbacks for principal uses. 
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(2)  Motor vehicle filling or service stations, in the CI district, and towing businesses 

with storage facilities, and motor vehicle repair shops, in the CI and GI districts, 
provided that: 

 
(a) Pumps shall be at least 25 feet from all road rights-of-way.  
 
(b) All portions of the lot used for storage or service of motor vehicles shall be 

paved with a structured pervious surface, including travelways.  
 
(c) No obstructions which limit visibility at intersections or driveways shall be 

permitted.  
 
(d) Vehicles, except those vehicles used in the operation of the business or 

stored pending insurance settlement, may not be stored on the property 
for more than 90 calendar days, except for towing and storage facilities.  

 
(e) A motor vehicle filling or service station shall only be permitted if all 

properties adjacent to the proposed use are served by a public water 
supply. 

  
 (3) Extraction activities in the CI and GI districts, provided that: 
 

(a) Upon filing an application with the Maryland Department of the 
Environment, the applicant shall file a copy of the application with the 
Department of Planning and Zoning.  

 
(b) Extraction activities shall be buffered from adjacent residential lots and 

public roads pursuant to §267-30 (Buffer Yards) or by a landscaped earth 
berm not less than 6 feet in height and 15 feet in width. 

 
(c) In addition to §267-30 (Buffer Yards), extraction activities shall maintain a 

minimum of a 1,000 foot buffer from any adjacent road and a minimum 
buffer of 1,500 feet from any adjacent residentially zoned parcel.  Within 
the required buffer yard, a minimum 20 foot recreational buffer shall be 
maintained. 

 
(d) The storage of overburden shall not be visible above the tree line and 

shall be properly screened from any adjacent road or residentially zoned 
parcel. 

 
(e) Blasting activities shall not be permitted within 2,000 feet of any 

residentially zoned parcel or designated historic landmark.  
 

(4) Design requirements.  The following design requirements shall apply in the CI, LI or 
GI districts: 

 
(a) Lot coverage.  The maximum building coverage and maximum 

impervious surface standards shall be as follows: 
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(b) Parking.  All parking or loading facilities shall be accommodated on the 

lot.  All roads shall be paved with a hard surface such as asphalt or 
concrete.  Parking areas shall be designed and maintained in 
accordance with §267-26 (Off-street Parking and Loading). 

 
(5) Modification of height requirements.  Maximum building height may be 

exceeded if side and rear yards are increased in width and depth by 2 additional 
feet for every 1 foot of excess height. 

 
(6) Use limitations within the Commercial Industrial (CI) district.  Any use permitted 

within the CI district shall be subject to the following: 
 

(a) Enclosed building.  All uses permitted shall be conducted within an 
enclosed building, except for parking, loading, unloading, incidental 
storage and display or as otherwise permitted. 

 
(b) Outside storage restriction.  Outside storage of materials or equipment not 

enclosed within a building or structure shall not cover more than 50% of 
the area and shall not be within the required front yard.  Outside storage 
for the following uses may exceed 50% of the lot area when located not 
less than 200 feet from any residential district. 

 
[1] Building material sales yards, including concrete mixing; 

lumberyard, including millwork; contractor’s equipment storage 
yard or plant or rental of equipment commonly used by 
contractors; storage and sale of livestock feed and/or solid fuel, 
provided that dust is effectively controlled; storage yards for 
vehicles of a delivery service; and public utility yards for 
construction, maintenance or storage. 

 
[2] Carnivals, circuses, concerts or public events. 
 
[3] Flammable liquids, underground storage only, not to exceed 

25,000 gallons. 
 
[4] Liquefied petroleum products, provided that said products are 

stored in tanks which meet the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers Code design approval and said storage shall comply 
with the rules and regulations of the latest edition of the NFPA No. 
58 standard for the storage and handling of liquefied petroleum 
gases, including any revisions thereof, and that the extent of such 
installation shall not exceed 30,000 gallons water capacity. 

 

District 
Maximum Building 

Coverage 
(percent of total lot) 

Maximum Impervious 
Surface 

(percent of total lot) 
CI 50% 85% 
LI 55% 85% 
GI 60% 90% 
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(7) Use limitations within the Light Industrial (LI) district.  Any use permitted within the LI 
district shall be subject to the following: 

 
(a) Enclosed building.  All uses permitted shall be conducted within an 

enclosed building, except for parking, loading, unloading, incidental 
storage and display or as otherwise permitted. 

 
(b) Outside storage restriction.  Outside storage of materials or equipment not 

enclosed within a building or structure shall not cover more than 50% of 
the gross area and shall not be within the required front yard.  Outside 
storage for the following uses may exceed 50% of the lot area when 
located not less than 200 feet from any residential district. 

 
[1] Building material sales yards, including concrete mixing; 

lumberyard, including millwork; contractor’s equipment storage 
yard or plant or rental of equipment commonly used by 
contractors; storage and sales of livestock feed and/or solid fuel, 
provided that dust is effectively controlled; storage yards for 
vehicles or a delivery service; and public utility yards for 
construction, maintenance or storage. 

 
[2] Carnivals, circuses, concerts or public events. 
 

(8) Use limitations within the General Industrial (GI) district.  Any use permitted in the 
GI district shall be subject to the following: 

 
(a) Outside storage restrictions.  Outside storage of materials or equipment 

shall not exceed 70% of the gross lot area. 
 
(b) Industrial developments with overall development plan approval from the 

Department of Planning and Zoning prior to September 1, 1982 may 
include office, retail and service uses.  Service uses, except personal 
services, may occupy up to 10% of the parcel area; retail trade and 
personal service uses up to 5%. 

 
(9) Housing for the elderly in the CI district when developed in accordance with 

Article VIII.  
 
(10) Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC).  The CCRC shall be developed 

in accordance with the provisions of Article VIII.  The CCRC shall be permitted in 
the CI district.  The minimum lot size is 20 acres.  

 
(11) Noncompetitive recreational amusement cars in the CI district, provided that: 
 

(a) The minimum lot size shall be 5 acres. 
 
(b) The project shall be directly accessible by 1 or more existing or planned 

arterial or collector roads. 
 
(c) A minimum 100 foot setback shall be maintained from any adjoining 

residentially zoned properties. 
 




