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Harford County Government
Building Board of Appeals Hearing March 8, 2024, Meeting Minutes
PACA Conference Room
Case Record: DILPappeal-000064-2024

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karl Houser at 10:06 AM.       
                      
II. Roll Call/Attendees
Board Members			DILP Staff			Other Attendees
Jay Van Deusen 		Wes Freeman			Timothy Marsheck -county attorney
Jeff McBride 			Rich Truitt 			Jeff Blomquist -county attorney
Paul Milano			Jill Raut			Eric Bartgis
Lisa Collins			Gina Goetzke			Margaret Hartka
Karl Houser			Adam Keith
Tony Consentino 		Deborah Wildberger
Laura Keller – Secretary 	David Cross
				Scott Schott
				


Mr. Karl Houser opened the hearing by setting the agenda to hear sides from the Appellate (Mr. Bartgis) and the Building Code Official (Mr. Truitt) to determine if the code had been properly applied and to ask questions.  Mr. Houser stated that the Board would deliberate after statements, rebuttals, and questions were heard and a decision would be made.

Mr. Paul Milano asked to be recused from voting only, due to living in the same neighborhood as the appellate.  Mr. Van Deusen asked to be recused from voting also due to friendship and dealings with Ward Communities who was the contractor on the new home build at the appellate’ s address.  All recusals were approved by Mr. Truitt and Mr. Bartgis.  No objection was made, but it was decided by all that these two board members would listen to evidence and participate in discussions.

Mr. Houser went over the order of exhibits and testimony to be given.  The hearing began with Mr. Bartgis presenting his exhibits which included emails with Mr. Truitt and Mr. Scott Schott, information from public record requests, information from PermaBase, and website articles.
Mr. Van Deusen asked the question of warranty from the builder and the response from Mr. Bartgis that there was a one-year warranty, but his complaint is not a warranty issue, it was interpretation of the building code.  Mr. Houser asked if there were any other questions from the board and with none, testimony moved to Mr. Truitt.

Mr. Truitt thanked everyone who was present and presented his exhibits which supported his two claims of rules of code interpretation and the intent to interpret code.  Chapter 82 of the 2018 international building code was cited along with other IRC codes and discussion of our climate zone being in zone 4.

Mr. Bartgis and Mr. Truitt had the opportunity to discuss exhibits presented and recap their key points.  Points were made to summarize that IRC establishes the minimum mandated level of construction.  The IRC does not require the best or most desirable level of construction but takes into consideration cost, health and safety, historical information, and technological innovations to derive the minimally acceptable residential construction standards.

Karl Houser asked for public comments and anything further from the Board.  There were no comments made.  It was brought to vote if deliberations could be made in public and the unanimous vote was in favor and no objections from either party.  After discussion between board members a motion to vote was made by Karl Houser.  A motion was made by Jeff McBride to uphold the decision made by Rich Truitt.  Tony Consentino seconded the motion.  All in favor was Lisa Collins, Tony Consentino, Jeff McBride and Karl Houser.  Motion to approve was ended and the appellate has 30 days to appeal the Board’s findings.  Mr. Bartgis noted that he had no intention of filing an appeal.  Mr. Houser ended the meeting by thanking all the attendees and for the opportunity to hear the appeal.  Jeff McBride seconded the motion to adjourn.



Transcribed by _Laura Keller________	Date: April 10,2024
                                 Laura Keller
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